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~SANFORD AIRPORT AUTHORITY~

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING

held at the ORLANDO SANFORD AIRPORT

1200 RED CLEVELAND BOULEVARD, LEVEL II BOARD ROOM

Tuesday, April 13, 2004   -   9:00 a.m.


I.
CALL TO ORDER

The Sanford Airport Noise Abatement Committee meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Chairman Pennington, after which the mission statement was read.  Due to some errors, Chairman Pennington requested the corrected minutes be discussed on the following meeting.

II.
NOISE REPORT 

Jack Dow presented the Noise Reports for March 2004.  The summary of operations for the month of March and cumulative for the year is as follows:   

	Total Operations – March 2004 
	              32,141

	Total Noise Complaints
	171

	Noise Complaint Hotline
	171


NOISE HOTLINE # 407 323-2604

	Complaints by Time of Day  - March 2004

	Day

0600 - 1900
120
	Evening

1900 - 2200
39
	Night

2200 - 0600
10
	No Time

Given

2


Complaints by Residential Area:            




Heathrow
-
   12 
Timacuan

-
  14


Hills of Lake Mary
-
   24

Chase Groves

-
   -

Sanford West
-
   17


East of Airport

-
   1
 

Lake Golden Area
-
    -


Other Areas

-
     2

Silver Lake Areas
-
    -


Osteen

-
    47
 

Enterprise    
-
     54


New Households
-
    17
Repeat Households
-
  11

Mr. Dow stated operations had increased slightly during this month than those in January and February, so did the noise complaints. 
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+ Presentation and comments from Committee/Public

Lewis Howell came to the meeting on behalf of his mother (Sanford resident).  He stated that noise had increased in the area (residence located NE of Airport Blvd. and Sanford Ave.).  Originally, the issue regarded commercial aircraft traffic.  However, recently, smaller aircraft hover over the house.  Saturday and Sunday mornings seemed to be particularly problematic, with flights as early as 6:30 am.  Mr. Dow stated the problem apparently was due to repetitive operations on the 9-Center runway.  In order to concentrate the noise on the center part of the airport, 9-Center tend to be used more frequently (per Management Plan). Mr. Howell requested a noise study be done on his mother’s residence.  He stated that in previous weeks noise had steadily increased.  In the past, noise was less common.

Charles “Chuck” Hope-Gill, Timacuan resident, discussed a letter addressed to Mr. Dow.  In it he discussed the data gathered by the Purdue University students at his residence and general information regarding decibels.  David Konstan explained the difference between decibels and DNL.  To determine noise level in an area, various factors have to be taken into consideration. Once all factors are determined, a computer model calculates what the DNL would be. Decibels could not be used because there are many variables.  DNL is used so that a determination can be made over a long period of time. 

Mike Hanson, Retreat at Wekiwa resident, discussed arrival and departure patterns as stated in the FAR Part 150 Study.  He wondered how the flight patterns were determined/controlled.   Stated that according to the study, traffic should be west or east of the households.  It did not appear to him that the patterns were being followed.  Bryce Courtney clarified that the lines of the study were based on science but not on reality.  Actual aircraft go inside/outside the three traffic lines on the FAR Part 150 Study maps. He stated certain requirements had to be met as well.  Mr. Hanson noticed few landings but many take-off on the past month.  There was hardly any variance in the pattern; aircraft would almost always fly over his area.  Bruce Knobbs stated that as of June 15, 2004, departures would go over the “290 turn.”  Mr. Hanson stated the issue was not with 727, but with smaller aircraft used by Pan American Airways and Southeast Airlines.   Chairman Pennington invited Mr. Hanson to participate in the focus group and encouraged him to return and make a report on how the “290 turn” affected his area.

Carolyn Lyell, Sanford resident, stated her complaints regarded General Aviation. Smaller aircraft would continuously fly throughout the day: starting as early as 7:00 am and sometimes as late as 10:00 pm.  Michael Kern explained that from mid March to mid May winds predominantly blow from the west.  For this reason, departures were flying over Mrs. Lyell’s area.  Mr. Kern noticed that most complaints regarding General Aviation regarded resent pattern changes.  These pattern changes reflect the spring (wind) pattern.  A concerned was raised regarding “touch-and-go” flights.  Mr. Dow clarified that they usually start at around 9:00 am on the weekends.  During the week, they would be regarded as normal operations. 

Janice Burch, Sanford resident, stated that there had been improvements regarding noise in her area.  She advised the committee to take into consideration the tranquility of the Sanford RiverWalk when determining pathways.  She stressed the importance of the RiverWalk not only for the economy of the area but for the entertainment of its visitors as well.  She hoped to always find a tranquil (quiet) place, with no aircraft traffic disrupting the area.

+ Air Carrier Report
None
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+ FAA Report
None

+ General Aviation Report
None

III.
OLD BUSINESS

+ Purdue University Noise Study update…………………………………………... Sara Hagedorn

Sara Hagedorn explained the FAA funded grant received by Purdue University.  The team included twelve Aviation Technology and Communication students.  

· results of March 25, 26, 27th visit – Not discussed
· plans for this visit, including possible focus groups – The first visit, for the most part, was an exploratory investigation of the airport’s operations.  The current visit allowed the team to meet with more residents and gather data.  Committee and community members were invited to attend the focus groups after the meeting.  Two focus groups (one for the committee, another for the community) would meet separately for an open discussion regarding their experiences with the noise issue. 
-

end product of the study – The team chose Orlando Sanford International Airport for its location and size.  They hoped a model could be prepared with the information gathered, that would later be implemented on bigger airports. The team would then make recommendations to the FAA on which practices would help noise abatement, as well as community awareness.  

IV. NEW BUSINESS

+ Other new business from the floor

Mr. Konstan mentioned that recently he had seen an article regarding the rezoning of land along SR46, from agricultural to residential.  He also found another article discussing an attempt to annex and rezone Osteen.  He encouraged the committee to consider once again the issue of overlay zoning.  He believed it was not too late to take action, there was still time but it would not be advisable to wait too long to do so.  Chairman Pennington stated the committee could benefit from Mr. Konstan’s experience regarding this matter.  Mr. Konstan stated that after 20 years they have been able to get critical areas, with the exception of Osceola County.  Antonia Gerli inquired if the overlay zoning was based on the noise contours.  Mr. Konstan affirmed it was.  He also stated that it prohibited residential buildings in the 65 DNL area and disclosure for the 55 DNL area.  Mrs. Gerli stated a planning agreement was done for all areas south of the airport, east of Ohio Street, and south of Pine Ways.  Had not considered doing it for areas that had less than 65 DNL.  Mr. Konstan suggested at least getting disclosure on those areas, making the community aware. Even though some areas are outside of the contour, they still experience noise.

Juan “John” Omana stated that at the City of Lake Mary, for projects that did not fall under the contour, meetings were done with developers to inform them of the airport’s location and the existing flight patterns.  Developers were supplied with FAA noise guidelines and criteria manual.  The manual outlined specific building material improvements that could be done to the house or commercial development.  Mr. Omana believed it to be useful, stating mitigation was beneficial for all.  Their implementation is not a mandate but an agreement between the parties. 
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Mr. Konstan mentioned that if approved within the 65 DNL, the rezoned lands must have the discussed caveat (requirement) attached to it.  Chairman Pennington was concerned about the implementation.  Mr. Konstan clarified that the mandate would only apply to the 65 DNL area, as required by the FAA.  There are 5 different zones, one of them being the 55 DNL (which requires only disclosure).  

Victor White wanted the committee to be aware of a bill being discussed at the time in the Florida Legislature called “Airport Impact Area.”  Apparently there was debate regarding the determination of the impact area dimensions.  Dimensions are not based on noise contours but on mileage.  It had been discussed before but failed twice.  Mr. Konstan stated that homebuilders opposed it for obvious reasons.  Mr. White stated the bill would require every area to disclose (residential, commercial, grazing, agricultural).  He believed overlay rezoning was successful in other areas.  The issue had been discussed with City and County officials, but no conclusion was reached. Chairman Pennington encouraged the community to contact their representative and support the bill.

+ Post adornment focus group(s)

Open discussion with the focus groups.

V. Future Meetings

The next SANAC meeting will be held on May 11, 2004 at 9:00 a.m. in the A.K. Shoemaker International Domestic Terminal Conference Room, Level II, 1200 Red Cleveland Boulevard.
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned. 

JD:dmm

________________________________________________________________________________

Members Present:


Bryce Courtney, MCO ATCT 

Jack Dow, SAA 




Antonia Gerli, City of Sanford 

Michael Kern, Delta Connection Academy  




Bruce Knobbs, MCO TRACON 




David Konstan, ANAC 

Juan “John” Omana, City of Lake Mary 

Marty Lauth, SFB ATCT 

Skip Monk, Pan American Airways 

Wes Pennington, SANAC Chairman 

Jack Taylor 

Tony Walter, Seminole Co. 
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Others Present:  

Janice Burch

Andrea Eaker, Purdue University

Sarah Hagedorn, Purdue University

Mike Hanson

Charles “Chuck” Hope-Gill

Louis Howell

Krysty Kress, Southeast Ramp Project

Denver Lopp, Purdue University 

Carolyn Lyell

John T. Lyell

Diana  M.  Muñiz, SAA 

Members Absent:

Stephen Bouchard, SFB ATCT

David Johnson

James Wilkes
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